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There follows the imitial reactions of certain Yugoslav diplomatic officers to

the
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recent Cominform declaration against Marshal Tito.

A prominent Yugoslav diplomat stated I;khat ths "reactionary
press" was exploiting the Yugoslav even or the propagsn ue and ex-
aggerating the true meaning of the declaration and the probable outcome of

the entire affair. Aceording to this diplomat, nothing catastrophic will
occur in Yugosiavia. Tito will be able to dominate the internal situation

of his country and will follow a policy of appreaching the other Balkan
nations which could even result in a Balkan Federation now so repugmant to

Lhe Soviet Union. The prime reason for the negative Soviet attitude 1lies

in the knowledge that such a Federation, even in the terms of long~range
planning, could have only the objective of Constantinople. As this ob~ ’
Jective is also the secular aim of Moscow, the Soviet Union is opposing with
all its means any fusion of sixty million Balkan peoples who would be capeble
of counterbalancing Soviet influance and military pewer. '

The Yugoslav military personnel| lshowed no

signs of preoccupation or nervousness. They indicated that they were sure
Tito would succeed in controlling the foreign and domestic problems of Yugo-
plavia. These persong believed that the Soviet took this step solely be-
cause Tito did not want a fifth column and had arrested and tried certaln
Commundsts dsvoted to Moscow. These arrested Communists had carried out
ospionage and “polifical sabotage®™ for the t n Yugosiavia.

One promirent Yugoslav military officer stated that since Tito had
rid himself of Soviet agents who had assailed or past years, Tito

can now finally carry out his forelgn policy plan designed to bring Yugoslavia
into the predominant position in the Balkans, This officer declared that
Yugoslavia would never bind herself politically or economiczily with the United

Stetes as such a move would destroy Yugoslav for lete i )
the course on which she has now embarked. plane coup. independencs,
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